
Your checklist 
for increasing 
website speed

Research shows that page load time 
has a serious impact on people’s web 
usage—and your website’s conversion 
rates. Google has also confirmed 
that page load times figure heavily into 
its search rankings and that a slow load 
time “can have a severe negative effect 
on your business metrics.”   
It’s clear that speed matters for both 
businesses and users. But what can you 
actually do to speed up your website?  
Use this checklist to find out!
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Check your image size
Resize images before loading them into the browser. If your image will end 
up at 200x300px, the original file should match those dimensions. This will 
considerably shorten image load time and help the speed of the page overall. 

Reduce resolution 
Nearly all screens live in the 72 –100 PPI (Pixels Per Inch) range. Images don’t 
have to exceed that resolution to look high-quality on the web. Replacing 
slow-loading, high-resolution images to deliver a faster, more effective 
website experience while still retaining the high-quality look you want. 

Choose the right image format 
There are cases to be made for both .PNG and .JPG image files. The smaller, 
more compressed .JPG format is generally preferable for a site looking to 
maximize load times. Choose the format with the smallest file size whenever 
possible to keep image sizes down and page speed up. 

Use GIFs sparingly
Too many GIFs on one page seriously hampers your site speed. The same 
goes for Flash files, which are both oversized and outdated. Use GIFs 
sparingly and avoid Flash files altogether if you can help it. 

Minimize HTTP requests
Keep the number of HTTP requests to a minimum and/or distribute them 
over a content distribution network (CDN). When too many requests are 
sent over one server, it can get overwhelmed. By sending multiple requests 
to various servers that are geo-distributed according to the location of your 
visitors, you can significantly lower load time.  

Double check your code 
Use tools to compress your CSS and JavaScript files, which will help with 
whitespace. Also, keep tabs on things like external plugins and scripts that 
slow site performance or even put visitor security at risk. Above all, code 
carefully!  

Use caching as much as possible 
Without caching, your website must reload every piece of data on the site 
every time a visitor accesses it. Caching essentially involves storing key 
points of data, so your entire site loads quicker. Take a look at both browser-
side and server-side caching. Either approach is likely to speed up your site.
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Keep website speed optimization simple

Your website is one of the most important touchpoints you have at your disposal.  
A good website fosters trust, builds a relationship, and boosts your bottom line.  
Considering that nearly half of web users say they’ll abandon a page that takes 10 seconds or 
longer to load, there’s a lot riding on getting your site on the fast track. 

To make the process of speeding up your website easier, use Siteimprove Performance to manage 
your speed optimization. With Siteimprove Performance, you have everything you need to ensure 
all visitors have a fast user experience. Improve site speed by automatically identifying and easily 
understanding what’s slowing it down.  

Monitor performance from multiple visitor 
profiles to see how your audience experiences 
your site.  

Assess your site’s performance by industry 
standards and see how visitors experience 
your site.  

Identify website performance opportunities 
that have the greatest impact on load time.  

Drive improvements and optimize site speed 
with guidance on how to delegate and fix 
performance issues.  

Contact us

Siteimprove

Achieve your digital potential Siteimprove is a SaaS solution that helps organizations achieve their 
digital potential by empowering teams with actionable insights to deliver 
a superior website experience and drive growth. Siteimprove has 550 
employees across 13 offices, helping over 7,200 customers globally. 
We’re part of the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C), the leading group 
developing international web standards, and an exclusive Adobe Premier 
partner. Learn more at siteimprove.com.
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